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RE:  Pease Construction Protest of Bid Award—Library Response
Dear Mr. Pease:

Pierce County Library System has reviewed Pease Construction, Inc.’s July 24, 2026 bid protest, W.G.
Clark Construction’s response, and the bid documents. For the reasons summarized below, the protest is
denied.

First, the Library confirms that no addenda were issued during the rebid solicitation. The materials
identified in the protest as Addenda Nos. 1 and 2 were included with the rebid solicitation as background
or additional information from the prior procurement. W.G. Clark was therefore not required to identify
those materials as addenda on its Bid Form.

Second, the omission of a specifically labeled trench-safety item was an omission from the Owner-
provided bid form provided to all bidders. It was not a deviation unique to W.G. Clark’s bid. First, to the
extent Pease believed the bid form failed to comply with RCW 39.04.180, that alleged defect was
apparent before bid opening and should have been raised at that time. Second, the omission did not give
W.G. Clark a material advantage over other bidders, permit W.G. Clark to alter its price or obligations
after bid opening, or create uncertainty as to whether W.G. Clark was obligated to provide all required
trench-safety systems within its fixed bid price. The Library will require trench-safety systems to be
separately identified in W.G. Clark’s Schedule of Values, without any increase in the Contract Sum or
entitlement to additional compensation.

Third, the Bid Form clearly identified Alternates Nos. 5 through 7 as deductive alternates. W.G. Clark’s
stated amounts were reasonably understood as the amounts to be deducted from its Base Bid, and the
Library properly applied them as deductions in evaluating the bids. The absence of minus signs on the
Bid Form did not create uncertainty regarding W.G. Clark’s intended price, permit W.G. Clark to alter its
bid after opening, or provide W.G. Clark with a material competitive advantage.

None of the matters raised in the protest affected W.G. Clark’s price, its obligation to perform the
required Work, or its competitive standing. Accordingly, the Library denies Pease Construction’s protest
and confirms the award of the Sumner Library Project to W.G. Clark Construction as the lowest
responsive and responsible bidder.
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Clifford Jo

Business & Compliance Director

Ce: Christina Neville-Neil, Facilities Project Manager
Jack Chaffin, Partner, Johnston Architects
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