Book Discussions

Join us as we have thoughtful discussion and unpack the themes
and ideas in this year’s compelling Big Read selection.

Free books available, while supplies last.

Friday, Oct. 17, 10-11:30 a.m.
University Place

Pierce County Library

3609 Market Place W., Ste 100

Wednesday, Nov. 5, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Key Center Pierce County Library
8905 Key Peninsula Hwy NW, Lakebay

Monday, Nov. 17, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Interim Lakewood

Pierce County Library

10202 Gravelly Lake Drive SW

Writing Workshops

Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2-3 p.m.
Graham Pierce County Library
9202 224th St. E.

Thursday, Nov. 20, 5-6 p.m.
Bonney Lake Pierce County Library
18501 90th St. E.

Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2-3:30 p.m.
Summit Pierce County Library
5107 112th St. E., Tacoma

Wednesday, Dec. 3, 5-6 p.m.
Dupont Pierce County Library
1540 Wilmington Drive

Take a guided journey into the themes and ideas of

the book, using your own observations.

Free books available, while supplies last.

Wednesday, Oct. 8, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Bonney Lake Pierce County Library
18501 90th St. E.

Tuesday, Oct. 28, 5-6:30 p.m.
Buckley Pierce County Library
123 S. River Ave.

Sunday, Nov. 2, 1:30-3:30 p.m.*
Interim Lakewood

Pierce County Library

10202 Gravelly Lake Drive SW

Saturday, Nov. 8, 2-3:30 p.m.
University Place Pierce County Library
3609 Market Place W., Suite 100

Sunday, Nov. 9, 3-4 p.m.
South Hill Pierce County Library
15420 Meridian E.

Saturday, Nov. 15, 3-4:30 p.m.
Virtual Pierce County Library
*Register for Zoom information

Sunday, Nov. 16, 4-5 p.m.*
Parkland/Spanaway

Pierce County Library

13718 Pacific Ave. S., Tacoma

Saturday, Nov. 22, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.*

Gig Harbor Pierce County Library
4424 Point Fosdick Drive

About NEA Big Read

The National Endowment for the Arts Big Read—a partnership with
Arts Midwest—broadens our understanding of ourselves and our
neighbors through the power of a shared reading experience. The
goals of the NEA Big Read are to inspire meaningful conversations,
celebrate local creativity, elevate a wide variety of voices and
perspectives, and build stronger connections in each community.

About the Museum of Glass Partnership

Field Notes: Artists Observe Nature
Opened November 2024 and running
through December 2025.

Not surprisingly, artists have looked to the natural world
for inspiration for millennia. Additionally, since the turn of
the 20th century, there have been significant moments in
which artists have sought to mimic the forms and patterns
of nature in glass. Field Notes: Artists Observe Nature begins
with works from the Art Nouveau period, roughly between
1890 and 1910, centered in France during the Belle Epoque.
More than a century later, contemporary glass artists have
been similarly inspired by the natural world as a focus in
their work. These innately curious artists have trained their
prodigious skills in glass to honor the natural world.

For more information on this program visit
https://www.museumofglass.org/field-notes
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Bewilderment

“Bewilderment”

Astrobiologist Theo Byrne searches for life
throughout the cosmos while single-handedly
raising his unusual nine-year-old, Robin,
following the death of his wife. Robin is a
warm, kind boy who spends hours painting
e : elaborate pictures of endangered animals. He's
BodkCiib <} | also about to be expelled from third grade for
o smashing his friend in the face. As his son grows
more troubled, Theo hopes to keep him off
psychoactive drugs. He learns of an experimental
neurofeedback treatment to bolster Robin’s emotional control, one that
involves training the boy on the recorded patterns of his mother’s brain.

RICHARD
POWERS

WINNER of the . PULITZER PR\Z.E

B

f the #1 New York Times Bestseller THE OVERSTORY

With its soaring descriptions of the natural world, its tantalizing
vision of life beyond and its account of a father and son’s ferocious
love, “Bewilderment” marks Richard Powers’s most intimate and
moving novel. At its heart lies the question: How can we tell our
children the truth about this beautiful, imperiled planet?”

About Author
Richard Powers

Richard Powers is the author of fourteen
novels, including “The Overstory,”
“Bewilderment” and “Orfeo.” He is the
recipient of a MacArthur Fellowship,

the Pulitzer Prize, and the National
Book Award. He lives in the foothills

of the Great Smoky Mountains.

Museum of Glass Big Read Programs

Big Read Kickoff at Museum of Glass

- a free third Thursday event
Oct. 16, 2025, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Museum of Glass Grand Hall, 1801 Dock St, Tacoma

Join a powerful season of storytelling, art and environmental
reflection as we launch a series of public programs inspired
by Bewilderment by Pulitzer Prize—winning author Richard
Powers. Free books available, while supplies last.

Visit museumofglass.org/calendar-of-events
for more Big Read events from the Museum of Glass.

Topics for Conversation as you
Read “Bewilderment”

“Multiply every grain of sand on Earth by the number of trees. One
hundred octillion.” This is how Theo describes the number of
stars in the universe to Robin, and it’s one of many ways Richard
Powers illustrates the enormity of the natural world.

What are some other examples that stood out
to you? Why did they have an impact?

Powers frequently opens the book’s sections with Theo and
Robin contemplating distant, hypothetical planets.

How do these alternative worlds give shape to each section?
To the novel as a whole? In what ways are the questions
they pose followed through in the plot?

Several months into Robin’s neurofeedback training, Theo
worries that the treatment could be hurting his son.

Do you think the novel as a whole agrees or disagrees
with this idea? Is the question left open?

“Bewilderment” seems to be set in a recognizable, yet slightly
alternative version of the contemporary United States.

In what ways does Powers'’s narrative reflect recent
history? In what ways does it depart?

The neurofeedback training marks a pivotal transformation in Robin. How
does the training on Aly’s “Ecstasy” model manifest itself in Robin?

What might that say about our routes to meaning and
happiness? What does this training offer that other paths
to happiness in contemporary culture do not?

Robin’s transformation causes a shift in Theo as well.

Why might Theo feel as though he’s losing his son when Robin’s
condition begins to improve? How much do you think Robin is able
to access from Aly’s memory? What clues does Powers offer?

The problem of human exceptionalism and alienation from the natural
world marks the novel. Robin believes that the largest problem facing
humanity is that we are destroying everything that isn’t us.

Is he right? Why are we so separated from the rest of
creation and indifferent to its fate? What would it take for
humans to change the way we think about the living?
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