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Local leader appointed to the Pierce County Library System’s Board of Trustees  
 
PIERCE COUNTY, Washington – The Pierce County Library System’s Board of Trustees 
welcomes Ryan Wheaton, a Pierce County resident, residing near Puyallup, to its governing board. 
 
“As a parent, I understand the vital role libraries play in 
shaping our children's educational journey, and as a 
lifelong learner, I know the continued resources libraries 
offer throughout our paths in life,” said Wheaton. “With 
my background in public sector leadership, finance and 
project delivery, I am eager to hit the ground running and 
make meaningful contributions as a member of the Board 
of Trustees.” 
 
Wheaton is the chief planning officer for Pierce Transit. 
Prior to that role he was the city manager for the City of 
Shelton and has worked in other financial and 
management positions in the public and private sector.  
 
Wheaton has considerable civic, committee and board experience. Currently, he serves on the 
Puyallup/Sumner Chamber of Commerce Board and is a member of the Rotary Club of Tacoma and 
City Club of Tacoma. 
 
“Ryan’s experience in finance and strategy will be a great addition to the board, as we continue to 
grapple with serving growing communities with limited resources,” said Pierce County Library 
Executive Director Gretchen Caserotti. “His budget experience, especially with government 
organizations, and success in leveraging partnerships will be assets to our already strong Board of 
Trustees.” 
 
Through an open competitive, public application process, a citizen’s interview panel selected Wheaton. 
The Library System is not a department of Pierce County government; it is a junior taxing district. 
Pierce County Executive Bruce Dammeier appoints the trustees, and the Pierce County Council ratifies 
the appointments.  
 
Other members of the Library Board of Trustees include Chair Pamela Duncan, Vice Chair Neesha 
Patel, Pat Jenkins and Abby Sloan. Trustees are volunteer positions.   
 
The five-member board governs the Library’s policy and fiscal direction. Trustees’ responsibilities 
include: 

• Advocating for library services. 
• Setting goals and charting courses. 
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• Approving budgets. 
• Adopting policies. 
• Planning for the future directions. 

 
 
About Pierce County Library System 
The nationally acclaimed Pierce County Library System serves 671,000 people throughout Pierce County with 19 
libraries and online services. The system is the fourth largest in the state and property taxes are the main funding 
source. People may choose from more than one million books, e-books, audiobooks, movies and other materials. 
Pierce County Library is committed to directing services in three primary areas: learning, enjoyment and 
community connection. Its services and programs spark success for Pierce County residents. People make 
approximately one million visits to Pierce County Libraries each year. The Library provides services and 
programs directly to people in adult care facilities, people who are homebound, and to children in childcare 
centers and schools. Pierce County Libraries are located at Anderson Island, Bonney Lake, Buckley, DuPont, 
Eatonville, Fife, Gig Harbor, Graham, Key Center, Lakewood, Milton/Edgewood, Orting, Parkland/Spanaway, 
South Hill, Steilacoom, Summit, Sumner, Tillicum and University Place. Pierce County Library is an independent 
municipal corporation and operates as a junior taxing district.  
mypcls.org    
facebook.com/PierceCoLibrary 
twitter.com/PierceCoLibrary 
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